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Update from Kristy McGrath, Superintendent

Hello Adirondack Students, Parents, Staff and Community,

We have had a busy, successful, and fun-filled opening to the 2022-23 school year. As you look
through the fall newsletter, you will see many amazing things taking place at Adirondack. I wanted to
share with you a few fun and exciting items to get things started.

1. Adirondack staff kicked off the 2022-23 school year with a presentation from Mr.
Hamish Brewer on September 1st. Hamish travels and speaks world-wide, and brought a ton of
inspiration and insight to us. He is originally from New Zealand, is currently a doctoral student at
Virginia Tech, and is the best-selling author of the book Relentless. Mr. Brewer has proven success, by turning low per-
forming schools into high achieving schools, being named Principal of the Year by many organizations. Relationships
and respect are the most critical components of his success. He is known as the tattooed, skateboarding principal. Please
learn more about Hamish at his website: https://hamishbrewer.com/

HAMISH BREWER

2. Adirondack's performance and participation in the New York State 3-8 ELA and mathematics exams is a
priority for our district. I would like us to celebrate some impressive results, in that over 90% of students participated in
these exams, and our highest proficiency was at Boonville Elementary in math grade 5, with 61% of students earning a
level 3 or 4. There are many factors to help us evaluate our instructional program, and the state data is helpful and
necessary for us to gain this knowledge. Great work!

3. I 'am so impressed to work with such a quality staff. We have staff members doing amazing things each and every
day. I wanted to point out a few highlights:

-Justin Wiedrick is a finalist for the New York State 2022 Presidential Awards for Excellence in Mathe-
matics and Science Teaching. He is down to the final two selected in our entire state for mathematics K-6. We are
eagerly awaiting to hear if he is the winner, but either way, we are extremely proud of Justin.

-Phil Puleo was named Coach of the Year, All Mohawk Valley. Mr. Puleo teaches High School Physical Educa-
tion, and he is our Varsity Baseball Coach. Phil led our 2022 baseball team to the state final 4 this spring, and is very
deserving of this recognition.

-Dan Granato is a Middle/High School Technology Teacher, who was a Harbor Freight Tools for Schools
Prize for Teaching Excellence finalist. Unfortunately Mr. Granato didn't make the top 20. He was however in the
top 50, and was awarded $1000 to his program. Dan is committed and driven, intends to apply again next year, and we
are confident he has a great shot at making the top 20. If chosen in the top 20, this year's prize was $50,000 (a large por-
tion going to the school/program and a smaller portion going to the teacher).

Finally, attendance matters. I want to stress that if students and staff are sick, we do not want them to
attend school. However, we need to get back on track after Covid with emphasizing the importance of good attendance,
well-rested students who are on time to school, and a focus on high expectations. Please continue to support us in this
partnership!
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| derful husband named Ryan and two amazing kids, Caleb (3) and Alexander (1). I have 5 sisters and 3 broth-
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Adirondack Welcomes
New Faculty and Staff to our Team!

Brandie Collins —MS Principal

Brandie Collins lives in nearby Camden with her husband and two teenage daughters. Prior to becoming an
administrator, she was a music educator and directed high school musicals. After serving as the VVS High
School Assistant principal for 4 years, Mrs. Collins joined the Adirondack team as the new Middle School
principal. The middle school faculty, staff, students, and families at Adirondack have all provided a very
warm welcome for her and for that she is grateful. In her free time, Brandie volunteers with Camden AY SO,
reads lots of books and enjoys camping with her family.

Britany Arensman — BE CFLR Prevention Specialist

I am the Boonville Elementary School's Prevention Specialist with the Center for Family Life and Recovery. I
received my Bachelor's degree in Psychology at Utica University and I received my Master's in Public Health
at SUNY Upstate Medical University. My favorite hobby that I do to de-stress is writing creatively. It's hard
to pick one favorite food but it's a toss-up between my father's chicken riggies or my late uncle's Utica greens.

Teresa Grower— BE Office Specialist I
I live in Boonville with my husband Ryan and our son Gavin. I enjoy camping, riding 4 wheeler and
spending time with friends and family. Looking forward to working with the wildcat team!

Erin Dragan— HS Office Specialist I

My name is Erin Dragan and I’'m a 2010 Adirondack graduate. I am married with 3 children, Jesse is 13 years
old and attends the middle school, Levi is 7, Noah is 5 and they both attend the elementary school. We are
extremely involved in all of our school’s sports programs. I am excited to now have the same schedule as my
children, and will have time to be involved with more extracurricular activities!

Lillian Gazitano-Carro-French Teacher

I'm a graduate of Nazareth College and Utica College.

I live in Rome with my family, including 1 son who is 6 years old and our crazy Labrador Mia. I've been
teaching French for many years including at RCH and Notre Dame. I also studied abroad in Rennes France.

Kelsey Charbonneau-American Sign Language Teacher

Kelsey Charbonneau is from Holland Patent. She has 2 children one boy who is almost 2 years old and one
girl who is 3 months old! Kelsey loves being outside and running! This is her 5th year teaching American
Sign Language.

Paige Crego— BE Music Teacher
My name is Paige Crego and I am so excited to be the music teacher at Boonville Elementary! I have a won-

ers! Some of my favorite hobbies are playing the piano, baking, and traveling any chance I can! I also have 11
chickens at home! Music is a huge part of my life and I am so excited to share the joy of it with the students of
Boonville Elementary. I can’t wait to get to know you all, and to be a part of such an amazing school district!
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! in Boonville Elementary. On the weekends, my family and 1 like to take little day trips. I love to read
. and my favorite season is Autumn.
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| I was born and raised on Long Island, NY. I'm married 28 years and a proud mom of three sons. In 1994,
| I completed my Masters Degree in Nutritional Science and worked 20 years as a Clinical Dietitian. After

- Place School District. One year ago, Boonville became my new home. I joined the Adirondack Central
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Paula Guay- Food Service Helper

I moved here from Connecticut about six years ago. I have 4 grown children and I’m a grandmother to sev-
en grandchildren I have my own business which is called sugar river laser. I love camping and being outside

Kasidy Rogers— Teacher Aide

I am a graduate from Adirondack High School in 2019. I was always involved in sports and skills USA. I
am a graduate from Mohawk Valley as well with an associates in science. I have a brother that just grad-
uated from Adirondack HS and is attending Niagara University. I love to be outdoors and spending time

with my family and friends, skiing, snowmobiling, etc. I also have my cosmetology license as well.

Lauren Johnson— Teacher Aide

I have lived in the area my whole life. I'm a mother to three young children. I enjoy camping and being
outdoors.

Nastassia Alger— Teacher Aide
My name is Nastassia Alger and I am a teacher's aide in the High School. I graduated from Holland
Patent but I have lived in Boonville for many years. I have two boys ages 5 and 6 and they are students

Denise Ventiquatrro— Teacher Aide

that time, I decided to spend more time raising my children and worked part time as an aide for the Miller

School District as a substitute teacher. This school year, I am a full time aide at the middle school. My
hope is to continue to get to know more staff and students of this great school community! I appreciate
all those that have welcomed me.

Joanna Dailey— HS Behavioral Health Specialist

Joanna is a licensed clinical social worker whose work experience is primarily with children and
adolescents. Through RKA, she works in the Adirondack Central School District, providing collabora-
tive, school-based therapy for students. Joanna’s clinical experiences include disruptive behaviors,
ADHD, mood dysregulation, trauma, anxiety, depression, body dysmorphia, gender dysphoria, and
LGBTQ+ issues. Joanna has especially enjoyed the experiences of working with students and staff in the
district.

Valarie Mudrie— Connected Community Schools, Program Manager

I am the Project Manager for Connected Community Schools at the Adirondack and Camden School
District. I am a graduate of Cazenovia College where I received my bachelors degree in Criminal Justice
and Psychology. During my free time I love to spend time with my boyfriend and pets. I enjoy watching
movies, spending time camping and doing anything creative!

Jessica Hardy— HS Connected Community Schools

I'm married to an Adirondack alumni and we have two boys. I am from Texas and graduated from Texas
State University. | started working at my hometown school district when I was fifteen for the registrar and
was there for about sixteen years. I taught sophomore English for four of those years. Many might assume

I am excited to be in the Adirondack school district among wonderful staff.
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that I became a Buffalo Bills fan because of my husband but it's the fan base that sold me. Go Bills!



Walker Koagel—BE/WL Connected Community, Site Coordinator

I am excited to join the Adirondack team. I am currently enrolled at SUNY Empire State College where
I hope to graduate this spring with a bachelor's degree in Educational Studies. I work for Connected
Community Schools as the Site Coordinator for Boonville Elementary and West Leyden. When I am not
working I enjoy golf, reading, and spending time with my family.

Joanne Marmon—AMS Teacher Aide

I was born and raised in the area. I lived in Hawaii for several years before moving back to Boonville
permanently. I am married to my husband Chuck of 24 years. I have 1 son Joshua that lives in Leadville,
Colorado, two step sons, Daniel (Utica, N.Y.) and Scott (Argentina), and two grandchildren, Emma and
Georgio. I have 30 years experience working with special needs individuals. In my spare time I enjoy

cooking, baking, gardening along with spending time with family and friends. I look forward to working
with the students at Adirondack.

Christopher Williams— HS Groundsworker/Cleaner

Chris began with Adirondack CSD in March of 2021, shortly after was hired full time at the High School.
Chris and his family live within the district. Chris is a great addition to our team.

Robert Fruin— WL Groundsworker/Cleaner
Hi my name is Robert Fruin, I live in West Leyden with my wife Olivia, and my kids, Kiya, Logan and
Charles Fruin. I enjoy camping, boating, fishing, hiking and any other outdoor activities that our 4 seasons

allow us to do. I'm enjoying working for Adirondack Central School and look forward to a great future
with you all.

William Deiter-Bus Attendant

I have lived in Boonville for 4 years with my two children. I lived in Michigan and drove bus for 7 years.
My daughter will be graduating next year from Adirondack. I enjoy my current position as an aide and look
forward to many more years with Adirondack.

Ian Klingbail- Bus Driver

I'm married and have two grown daughters who both graduated from Adirondack High School. Four of my
6 grandchildren attend Adirondack Schools. I retired after 30 years in Building Construction Trades, and I
wanted to make use of my CDL and help support the district by being a bus driver for Adirondack. [ am a
volunteer EMT/Firefighter for the West Leyden Volunteer Fire Department.

Michael Dano-Bus Driver

I have lived in the district my whole life, farmed the family homestead, and am an Adirondack graduate.
I’m a father of 3, all graduates of Adirondack, and I have one grandson. I enjoy driving school bus and
being a part of the Adirondack transportation team.

Dan Webber-Bus Driver
I have lived in Forestport for 10 years with my wife Lori and my grandson Liam. I retired from 25 years

of Police work. I’m enjoying my position as a bus driver and look forward to continuing my position for
many years to come.
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%{7 The following Adirondack employees were
recognized for their years of
dedicated service:

L 5 years of service |

Chris Bailey

Kathy Grenier
Johnathan Vienneau
Bryan Waterman
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* Dana Ely

Christina Muha

* Americo Ventiquattro
Justin Wiedrick

Lori Woodworth
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% Pat Aganier

Meg Brown
Ryan Jennings
Amy Tabor
Lesa Wilbert
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Michael Fauvelle
Nadine Medvit
* Michael O’Donnell

Cheri Pulquerio
* Kim Carrock
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Adirondack Athletics Hall Of Fame
Class of 2022

Coach: Ray Borden
Athletic Director: Phil Fiorenza
1971 Boys Basketball Team: Michael Kramer




BOE Members:

Mike Kramer
Almanda Sturtevant
Bruce Brach
Robert Healt
Joan Ingersoll
Keith Redhead
Abby Podkowka

Keith Redhead Abby Podkowka

e  Father and Step-Father e  Mother of two

e Former teacher w/degrees in History & Students e Graduate of ADK (2012) and MVCC in Business

with Disabilities Administration
e Serves on Town of Ava Planning Board & OHM e Currently works as an Account Technician

BOCES School & Business Alliance
e  Owns small business in Marcy & soon to be
Boonville

October 24th-28th is Board Appreciation week and we thanked the Board of Education for their
countless hours that they give to our district! They received a certificate along with an Adirondack
T-shirt.
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Contact the District Office
to see if shirts are still available!

NEW This Year...Wildcat Wednesdays
The First Wednesday of Every Month. We are

proud to be wildcats, and we need to celebrate
our spirit!

The Alma Mater is played each morning. The
wildcat mascot travels to each building and
hands out prizes to those showing exemplary
school spirit.




CONSTRUCTION PROJECT
UPDATE

The work at the Bus Garage fuel tank replacement project is nearing completion. New
tanks arrived October 6th. New tanks will be above ground.

UNDER
JONSTRUCTION

Prep for Tank Pad

Underground Utilities
from Monitoring Station

The next project to happen this year
will be the School Based Health
Center! (renovations to a classroo
in the Middle/High School).

Fill Containment Area :>
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Michael Huxley. We would like to thank Nicole Pitt, the new owner of Mill Creek Nursery
for providing us with the beautiful mums.
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New Flag Pole Project

The project was organized and led by a group of veterans from the community to
honor both alumni and faculty from ACS who serve in the military. The committee
included Eric Martin, Kent Martin, Paul Fortin, Don Gerling, Stacie Higgins and
Dana Charbonneau. This project was one hundred percent funded by donations
from the community, businesses and veterans organizations to include the Marine
Corps League, VFW, American Legion, Lodging Kit Company, Lake Effect Tech,
DR Charbonneau Construction, Boek Tree and Crane, Reddington Concrete and
WB Payne Insurance. Phase two will include the garden and monument portions of
the project. -




BOYS & GIRLS
Winter Sports Schedules

For digital, up-to-date sports schedules go to: schedulegalaxy.com/schools/6

Boys Varsity Basketball: Coach RJ Lewis

Date School Site Time
11/29 @ Oriskany Away 7:00 p
12/01 (@ Sauquoit Valley Away 7:00 p
12/05 Mount Markham Home 7:00 p
12/08  Herkimer Home 7:00 p
12/12  Frankfort-Schuyler Home 7:00 p
12/15 (@ Little Falls Away 7:00 p
12/19 @ Doldgeville Away 7:00 p
12/22  Remsen Home 7:00 p
12/27 ~ TOW/UFSD/Herkimer Home 2:00 p
12/27  Poland Home 6:00 p
12/28 TBD TBD 2:00 p
12/28 TBD TBD 6:00 p
01/05 @ Canastota Away 7:00 p
01/10  Oriskany Home 7:00 p
01/13  Sauquoit Valley Home 7:00 p
01/18 @ Mount Markham  Away 7:00 p
01/20 @ Remsen Away 7:30p
01/24 @ Herkimer Away 7:00 p
01/27 @ Frankfort-Schuyler Away 7:00 p
01/31  Little Falls Home 7:00 p
02/03  Dolgeville Home 7:00 p
02/10  Canastota Home 7:00 p
Boys JV Basketball: Coach Trinity Swancott
Date School Site Time
1129 @ Oriskany Away 5:30p

12/01 @ Sauquoit Valley Away 5:30p
12/05 Mount Markham Home  5:30p
12/08  Herkimer Home  5:30p
12/12  Frankfort-Schuyler Home  5:30p
12/15 (@ Little Falls Away ' 5:30p
12/19 @ Doldgeville Away 5:30p
12/22  Remsen Home 5:30p
12/27  TOW/UFSD/Herkimer = Home  12:00 p
12/27  Poland Home 4:00 p
12/28 TBD TBD 12:00 p
12/28 TBD TBD 4:00 p
01/05 @ Canastota Away 5:30p
01/10  Oriskany Home 5:30p
01/13  Sauquoit Valley Home 5:30p
01/18 @ Mount Markham Away 5:30p
01/20 @ Remsen Away 6:00 p
01/24 @ Herkimer Away 5:30p
01/27 @ Frankfort-Schuyler Away 5:30p
01/31  Little Falls Home 5:30p
02/03  Dolgeville Home 5:30p
02/10  Canastota Home 5:30p

Girls Varsity Basketball: Coach Mickey Fauvelle

Date School Site Time
11/30  Oriskany Home 7:00 p
12/02  New York Mills Home 7:00 p
12/06 (@ Mount Markham Away 7:00 p
12/09 (@ Little Falls Away 7:00 p
12/13  Frankfort-Schuyler Home 7:00 p
12/16 @ Dolgeville Away 7:00 p
12/20 @ Canastota Away 7:00 p
12/27  W. Can. Valley/Herkimer Home  12:00 p
12/27  Beaver River Home 4:00 p
12/28 TBD TBD 12:00 p
12/28 TBD TBD 4:00 p
01/06  Herkimer Home  7:00p
01/09 @ Oriskany Away 7:00 p
01/12 @ New York Mills Away 7:30 p
01/14 @ Sauquoit Valley Away 1:00 p
01/17  Mount Markham Home 7:00 p
01/23  Little Falls Home 7:00 p
01/26 @ Frankfort-Schuyler ~ Away 7:00 p
01/30  Dolgeville Home 7:00 p
02/02  Canastota Home 7:00 p
02/04  Sauquoit Valley Home 2:30p
02/09 (@ Herkimer Away 7:00 p
Girls JV Basketball: Coach Erika Ventura
Date School Site Time
11/30 Oriskany Home 5:30p
12/02 New York Mills Home 5:30p
12/06 @ Mount Markham Away 5:30p
12/09 @ Little Falls Away 5:30p
12/13 Frankfort-Schuyler Home 5:30p

12/16 @ Dolgeville Away 5:30p
12/20 @ Canastota Away 5:30p
12/27 ~ W. Can. Valley/Herkimer =~ Home 2:00 p
12/27  Beaver River Home 6:00 p
12/28 TBD TBD 2:00 p
12/28  TBD TBD 6:00 p
01/06  Herkimer Home 5:30p
01/09 @ Oriskany Away 5:30p
01/12 @ New York Mills Away 5:30p
01/14 @ Sauquoit Valley Away 1:00 p
01/17 Mount Markham Home 5:30p
01/23  Little Falls Home 5:30p
01/26 @ Frankfort-Schuyler Away 5:30p
01/30  Dolgeville Home 5:30p
02/02  Canastota Home 5:30p
02/04  Sauquoit Valley Home 1:00 p
02/09 (@ Herkimer Away 5:30p
Girls Varsity Volleyball: Coach Blanche Coscomb
Date School Site Time
12/01  Westmoreland Home 7:00 p
12/06  Town of Webb UFSD Home 7:00 p
12/09  Utica Academy of Science ~ Home 7:00 p
12/12 @ Little Falls Away 7:00 p
12/14  Herkimer Home 7:00 p
12/17  Holland Patent Home 1:00 p
12/20 @ Frankfort-Schuyler Away 7:00 p
12/22 (@ Westmoreland Away 7:00 p
01/02 Remsen Home 1:00 p
01/04  Canastota Home 7:00 p
01/06 @ Dolgeville Away 7:00 p
01/11 (@ Remsen Away 7:00 p
01/13 @ Town of Webb UFSD Away 7:00 p
01/14 @ Holland Patent Away 12:30p
01/18 (@ Utica Academy of Science Away 7:00 p
01/20  Little Falls Home 7:00 p
01/23 (@ Herkimer Away 7:00 p
01/27  Frankfort-Schuyler Home 7:00 p
01/30 @ Canastota Away 6:30 p
02/01  Dolgeville Home 7:00 p
Girls JV Volleyball: Coach PJ Croneiser
Date School Site Time
12/01  Westmoreland Home 5:30p
12/06  Town of Webb UFSD Home 5:30p
12/09  Utica Academy of Science Home 5:30p
12/12 @ Little Falls Away 5:30p
12/14  Herkimer Home 5:30p
12/17  Holland Patent Home 11:00 a
12/20 @ Frankfort-Schuyler Away 5:30p
12/22 (@ Westmoreland Away 5:30p
01/02 Remsen Home 11:00 a
01/04  Canastota Home 5:30p
01/06 @ Dolgeville Away 5:30p
01/11 (@ Remsen Away 6:00 p
01/13 @ Town of Webb UFSD Away 5:30p
01/14 @ Holland Patent Away 11:00a
01/18 (@ Utica Academy of Science Away 5:30p
01/20  Little Falls Home 5:30p
01/23 @ Herkimer Away 5:30p
01/27  Frankfort-Schuyler Home 5:30p
01/30 @ Canastota Away 5:30p
02/01  Dolgeville Home 5:30p
Girls 7/8 TH Volleyball: Coach Phil Puleo Asst. Courtney Foll
Date School Site Time
11/08 @ Central Valley Away 4:00 p
11/10  Westmoreland Home 4:30p
11/15 (@ Remsen Away 4:30p
11/17  Town of Webb UFSD Home 4:30p
1121  Clinton Home 4:30p
11/29  Canastota Home 4:30p
12/01  Central Valley Academy Home 4:30p
12/06 @ Westmoreland Away 4:30p
12/08 Remsen Home 4:30p
12/13 @ Town of Webb UFSD Away 4:30p
1%/15 @ Clinton Away 4:30 p
12/20 @ Canastota Away 4:30p




What's New at Adirondack...

New K-5 ELA Curriculum > Amplify CKLA

New 6-8 ELA Curriculum > Amplify ELA

New 6-8 Math Curriculum > Eur‘eka by GreatMinds
Rally Assessments (ELA & Math 3-8)

Free Breakfast & Lunch for all students
(Community Eligibility Provision CEP)

Drivers Ed is back! Thanks Mr. Cotton

Permit Test offered at HS

Addition of Agriculture, Spanish, and US History Dual Credit Classes
LOTE moved to 7th grade-goal to get more students to checkpoint B
by 10th grade (Regents with Advanced Designation)

STEAM HS Elective

Utica University Bridge Program

American Sign Language

Seal of Civic Readiness
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Emergency Closings/Early Dismissals/Delays

%

The district is using Parent Square when bad weather or other emergency conditions require school closure or de-
° layed opening, official notice will be given to staff, parents and guardians. All others please check radio, Facebook
and television stations:

: n

Tune in to the following Radio and TV stations for information on school closing , delays or early dismissals:
O WBRV-AM (900) WIBX-AM (950)

WBRV-FM (101.3) WLZW-FM (98.7)
_)‘3;{‘_. WFRG-FM (104.3)
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&% When schools are closed due to inclement weather conditions, all other activities, including sports practices, athletic
Q.0 competitions, student activities, and community-related activities, will be canceled.
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or Current Resident
Upcoming Fine Arts Schedule

Mark your calendars....

11/2/22 > HS Concert/Art Show 9th-12th grade > HS

12/7/22 > MS Concert/Art Show 6th-8th grade (snow date 12/8)

12/14/22 > Elem. Concert/Art Show 4th-5th Art/Band, 5th Chorus > HS 7pm (snow date
12/15)

12/21/22 > HS Concert/Art Show 9th-12th > HS 7:30 pm (snow date TBD)

1/4/23 > JH All-County Auditions in Clinton for select 7th-9th (snow date 1/5)

2/8/23 > HS/MS Band Concert/Art Show 6th-12th > HS 7 pm (snow date 2/9)

2/15/23 > MS Choral Concert/Art Show 6th-12th, 6th-8th Choir > HS 7 pm (snow date
2/16)

3/17/23 & 3/18/23 > JH All-County in Clinton HS for select 7th-9th > TBD
3/23/23-3/25/23 > Mu- sical/District Art Show >
HS 7 pm (snow date 3/26 2pm)

= 3/31/12-4/1/23 > El- em. All-County select
5th-6th > RFA TBD
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